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Shri K. Damodaran
Under Secretary to the Govt, of India 
Department of Atomic Energy 
C.S.M. Marg 
BOMBAY 400 039

Dear Shri Damodaran,

- The Status Reports in respect of the following 

National Centres are sent v.'rewl •’t  ’

2) Giant Metrewavelength Radio Telescope

3) Homi Bhabha Centre for Science Education.

With regards,

1) National Centre 1 i r r  Biological Sciences;

Y<

(K. Sank‘aranarayanan> 
OFFICER ON SPECIAL DUTY

Enclt aa



STATUS REPORT ON 

N A T IO N A L  CENTRE FOR BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES

Construction of additional laboratory space for the National 

Centre for Biological Sciences (NCBS) at the TIFR Centre, Banga

lore, is in progress and is expected to be completed by April 

next year. Tenders have been invited for putting up a boundary 

wall, a small shed etc . at the new site in the Campus of the 

University of Agricultural Science (UAS). A bore-well for suppl

ying water is also being made. About 500 tree saplings are being 

planted this year in the periphery of the land.

Pending decision on the proposal for engagement of an 

external Architect for designing the buildings at the site in the 

Campus of UAS, no major construction work has started there 

yet.

Laboratory equipment worth Rs. 99.45 "ikhs has been acqu

ired and action for procurement o f equipment worth additional 

Rs. 40 lakhs is in progress.

An administrative set up for NCBS has been created.

A Project Management Com m ittee  with Director, TIFR, as its 

Chairman has been constituted to oversee the setting up o f the 

Centre. A Steering Com m ittee  with the Pro ject Director as 

its Chairman has also been constituted to oversee the academic 

management o f the Centre. Administration at Bangalore is being 

augmented with a Purchase & Stores Cell capable o f  handling 

major purchases.

The NCBS at present consists o f 8 Groups, four of which 

have moved to Bangalore. Others are working in Bombay. The 

research areas include Structural Biology, Molecular Neurobiology, 

Neurogenetics and Molecular Biology of Human Disease. The 

current s ta ff o f  NCBS is 32 (Academ ic 21; Scientific & Technical 

7; and Administration 4). In addition, there is a project staff 

o f  5 supported by extramural grants from DST and DBT.

The senior academic s ta ff o f the Centre has been recognised 

as post-graduate teachers by the University of Agricultural Scien

ces, Bangalore. A proposal has been made to the Mysore Univer

sity for recognising the NCBS as a Centre for research towards 

Ph.D. degree in Zoology and Biochemistry.



SI AI DS KfcPOKI ON GMKI

Tne f i r s t  a nt enna  i s  c o m m i s s i o n e d  Dut  t n e r e  n a v e  Deen 

c o n s i a e r a o i e  a ei ay s  on tne commi ssi oni ng ot tne antennas as tne 

two main c o n t r a c t o r s  t o r  t n e  t a o r i c a t i o n  ana e r e c t i o n  ot  30 

a n t e n n a s  naa u n a e r - e s t i m a t e a  t n e  e r t o r t s  ana d e p l o y m e n t  or  

manpower ana e a u i p m e n t s .  E f f o r t s  n a v e  Deen maae ana a r e  

c o n t i n u i n g  t o  speeaen up tne worK.

ine p r ogr es s  in D r i e r  i s  as f o l l o w s  :

(. l ) Antennas : I ne f i r s t  antenna nas Deen compietea Dy one 

ot tne c o n t r a c t o r s ,  e l e c t r o n i c s  systems i n t e g r a t e a  ana pressea 

i n t o  o p e r a t i o n .  I he f i r s t  antenna Dy tne o t n e r  c o n t r a c t o r  w i l l  

De r ea dy  w i t m n  aDout  a mo nt n.  i t  was a g r e e a  Dy D o t n  t n e  

c o n t r a c t o r s  t h a t  tney  wouia comoi ete a i l  tne antennas Dy 

3 i s t  March i ay 4 .

( . n j  E l e c t r o n i c s  : l ne systems i n s t a l l e d  on tne f i r s t  antenna 

nave p r o v e d  s a t i s f a c t o r y .  wor k  i s  now i n  p r o g r e s s  t o r  mass 

p r o d u c t i o n  ot  systems t o r  30 antennas.

( . i l l )  Computer bystem : a i b - node  P a r a l l e l  P r o c e s s i n g  System nas 

Deen d e l i v e r e d  Dy c - U0i  ana tne second l a r g e r  system i w i t n  64 

nodes)  i s  under goi ng t i e l a  t r  : s at  Bangal ore Detore aespatcn t o  

Pune, work on sof t war e  i s  i n  p r o g r e s s .

. . 2 . .



( ; V )  E l e c t r i c a l  : The power su ppl y  s i t u a t i o n  nas improved
i

c o n s i  d e r a o  I y . [ ne I ' - mv a  S t a t i o n  i s  commi s s i  o n e a . wo r k  on 

e l e c t r i c a l  l i ne s  t o r  y - arms i s  in p r o g r e s s .

(.v) C i v i l  worKs : work on a l l  t ne  30 KCC towers have been 

completea ana t ney  nave Deen taken possessi on o t .

(Vi . )  Budget : i ne c a b i n e t  aporova I t o r  tne r e v i s i o n  or the 

budget  ot tne p r o j e c t  trom k s . o s . u c r o r e s  t o  Ks.  4 3 . zu c r o r e s  

has Deen r e c e i v e d .  i n  view or tne d r a s t i c  i nc r ea s e  in m a t e r i a l  

p r i c e s  i n  t h e  r e c e n t  years. ,  s p e c i a l l y  due t o  d e v a l u a t i o n  ot  

rupee,  i t  has been agreed by the umkI p r o j e c t  commi ttee t o  pay t o  

the main c o n t r a c t o r s  an e s c a l a t i o n .  A i t n o u g n  t h i s  w i l l  nel p  

m o t i v a t e  t he c o n t r a c t o r s  t o  compl ete the work t a s t e r ,  i t  w i l l  

r e s u l t  i n an i nc r e as e  or Ks.  luo takhs in tne est i mat ed v a l ue  ot 

t he antenna system,  s i n c e  i t  was emphasised by tne AhC and the 

Fi nance M i n i s t r y  t h a t  no r e v i s i o n  in the p r o j e c t  cost  wi I I be 

p o s s i b l e ,  w i t h  t h e  a p p r o v a l  or  t h e  GMHT P r o j e c t  Management  

Committee tunas have been r e - a p p r o p r i a t e a  by s u i t a b l y  r educi ng 

e x D e n d i t u r e s  on o t h e r  h e a d s ,  w i t h  mi ni mum p o s s i b l e  a d v e r s e  

e f f e c t s  on tne o v e r a l l  e f f i c i e n c y .



PNOGKtSS KfcHOKI Oh HOM1 BHAbHA CtNIKfc hOK SCi tNCb fcUUCAIiUN

Tne new campus t o r  t n e  Homi Bna b h a  C e n t r e  t o r  s c i e n c e  

E d u c a t i o n  i.htscSh; c o n s i s t s  o r  t n e  ma i n  b u i l d i n g ,  a s m a l l  

t e l e v i s i o n  s t u d i o ,  and a v i s i t o r s ’ h o s t e l / g u e s t  nouse.  I ne main 

bui  i d i n g  nouses o r r i c e s  and l a b o r a t o r i e s , l i b r a r y ,  c a n t e e n ,  

l e c t u r e  rooms and a smal l  a u d i t o r i u m .  he t e l e v i s i o n  s t u d i o  i s  

expected t o  produce p r o t o t y p e  programmes t o r  r es ear ch and r i e i d -  

work,  wm le t ne v i s i t o r s '  noste l would house school  t ea c h e r s  t o r  

whom t-tBust o r g a n i s e s  c ou r se s ,  and a tew o t n e r  v i s i t o r s .

fne c o n s t r u c t i o n  work r o r  t n e  ma i n  b u i l d i n g  s t a r t e d  t wo 

years ago i n u c t o o e r  i y y u .  I ne b u i l d i n g  i s  now ready and HBCSt 

has s t a r t e d  moving i n t o  i t  rrom i t s  pr esent  l o c a t i o n  at  u r a nt  

Road. i ne s h i r t i n g  i s  expected t o  be completed by m i d - u c t o b e r  

i y y 2 .

HBCSt i s  now u n d er t a k i n g  the work o~ e q i p p i n q  and r u r m s m n g  

the b u i l d i n g .  i n i s  i n c l u d e s  l a b o r a t o r y  equipment ,  equipment  r o r  

tne canteen k i t c n e n ,  equipment and seat s t o r  tne a u d i t o r i u m  and 

t u r m t u r e  r o r  tne l e c t u r e  rooms and some o r r i c e s .  C o n t r a c t s  r o r  

s e c u r i t y ,  cosmet i c  maintenance e t c .  are c ^ i n g  awaraed.

A r c m t e c t u r a i  p l ans r o r  a noste I are bei ng r i n a l i s e o .  i t  i s  

noped t h a t  c o n s t r u c t i o n  or tne noste I c oul d  be s t a r t e d  soon t o  

enabl e HtsuSt t o  oper at e  u n d e r ' r u n  steam.


